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This study analyzes Vietnamese Mandarin learners’ perceptual identification of
Mandarin tones, aiming to reveal the development of learners’ mastery of Mandarin
tonal identification, and to explore the ranking order of learning difficulty, as well as
linguistic factors affecting perceptual identification. Data of 7 beginning learners were
collected at five different learning stages. The stimuli were composed of monosyllabic
and disyllabic words with the four lexical tones. The results showed, first, that in terms
of accuracy rate, the four tones had a consistent ranking order in all five stages. Tone 3
and Tone 2 were identified more accurately than Tone 4 and Tone 1. Learners mastered
the perceptual identification of Tone 3 and Tone 2 within 6 to 12 months of learning.
Tone 1 and Tone 4 were difficult for learners, and the accuracy rates of both were below

90% after 18 months of learning.



Second, the four tones exhibited different developmental patterns. Among them,
Tone 1 displayed great intra-individual differences, and Tone 4 showed a large
fluctuation in accuracy rate. Third, there was a significant difference in the distribution
of errors among the four tones. Errors involved a major confusion between Tone 1 and
Tone 4 and a minor confusion between Tone 2 and Tone 3. Finally, besides the
influence of cross-language phonetic similarity, factors involved in the perceptual
identification of Mandarin tones also included interlanguage interference within
Mandarin and the contextual influence of tonal combinations. Based on the results,
some pedagogical suggestions are proposed for teaching Mandarin tones to Vietnamese

learners.
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Design and Effects of Chinese Tone Teaching Material: To Improve Pronunciation of
Japanese Learners
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The aim of this paper is to investigate the training methods and tasks that are suitable
for Japanese learners to overcome the difficulties in learning Chinese. The research is
essentially based on the learning motivation of Japanese learners and the difficulties
they faced in learning Chinese. The main target is tone, which is quite challenging, even
for learners who have studied Chinese for years. Sometimes, it is quite strange to find
that senior learners production of Chinese tones is even worse than that of beginners.
Further examination leads to the finding that the teaching methods of Chinese tones for
Japanese learners are confined to practice and drills, more of the Audio-lingual tradition
in fact. To improve Japanese learners’ learning of Chinese tones, we had a new design

in which training materials and evaluation of the training are compared. We



investigated the impact of different material designs on the usage status, motivation,
and performance of the material users. The experimental results show the learning
effectiveness and potential of perceptual training. We considered that this research can

provide an empirical foundation for improving Chinese tone ability in the future.
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: Using a Corpus-aided Pronunciation Instruction on Mandarin Tones Training for

Cantonese Learners
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This study developed a corpus-aided pronunciation instruction on Mandarin Tones and
investigated the effectiveness of this approach. Three cases, two males and one female,
participated in five face-to-face training sessions and two online self-learning sessions
about Mandarin tones. Pre- and post-tests were first used to measure the three cases’
production of Mandarin tones. Follow-up interviews were conducted after each training
session to evaluate the changes of their attitudes toward the corpus-aided task design,
the corpus-aided Mandarin teaching approach, and the effectiveness of corpus-aided
pronunciation instruction. The results showed that corpus-aided pronunciation
instruction was effective and helped the participants improve significantly in the quality
of the production of Mandarin tone 2 and tone 4 compared with their performances in
the pre-test. The interview results showed that the corpus-aided tasks were well
designed. Case 1 (male) and Case 3 (female) were motivated and attracted by corpus-
aided instruction at the beginning of the training session. Case 2 (male), who had held
a negative attitude toward the application of corpus-aided Mandarin tone instruction
and learner samples, changed his views to a positive attitude in Week 5 because of his
in pronunciation. This approach has significant implications for Mandarin teaching, and
particularly for teaching Mandarin as a second language in Hong Kong and other
bilingual Chinese contexts.
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4% &  Itis the goal of this article to investigate, on the basis of phonetic contrast, CFL (Chinese
as a foreign language) learners’ production of Mandarin fricatives and affricates. Six
male subjects from Japan, Vietnam, and Thai, together with one native speaker of
Mandarin Chinese were recruited. The topic of CFL learners’ difficulties in terms of
Mandarin fricatives and affricates is not new in essence. However, most of the literature
is based on researchers’ observation or perception judgment. A gap emerges between
the subjective observations and what is reflected in acoustic phonetics. The basic
motivation of this article is, among others, to provide CFL learners as well as teachers
with an empirical study on phonetic contrast in cues like onset duration, lower band of
energy frequency (peaks), and CV transition. The results indicate that most of the CFL
learners produce Mandarin fricatives and affricates purely by substituting them with the
similar or equivalent alveolar fricatives of their own languages. Some implications,
theoretical as well as empirical, are also discussed.
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